was far from being up to the high average of his fellow ministers.
The result was that Churchill, in the Commons, had almost as free
a hand, and tongue, as if he had actually been Colonial Secretary,
and differed little from it in the eyes of the average elector, who
hardly realized Lord Elgin's existence But first there was the election
to be fought, for the new Premier naturally lost not a moment in
taking the verdict of the constituencies It was a foregone conclusion,
for the Unionists themselves had had all the heart taken out of them,
and did not even pretend to have the least hope of success Such
defeatism was infectious, and outside the Birmingham area, it was
only the safest rural and residential constituencies that a candidate
could have stood the remotest chance of holding for Unionism
Churchill's opponent happened to be one of the ablest in the field,
a hitherto unknown solicitor called Joynson Hicks, whose genial
personality was incongruously combined with almost fanatically
Protestant leanings But had he spoken with the tongues of men
and angels, it would have profited him nothing in opposing the
Free Trade cause in Manchester Churchill, though he could have
hardly induced the electors to reject him if he had asked them,ft
fought his winning fight with convincing energy He drew a horrific
picture of their great ship canal blocked up by the sand-banks of
tariffs, and in their present mood his audience were as much
impressed as if the sand had been really there

It was this election that saw the first appearance of those female
storm troopers called suffragettes It is remarkable that these
latter-day nines should, almost from the first, have singled out Mr.
Churchill as the object of their most virulent hatred, and a little
difficult to explain, since he was by no means unfavourable to the
cause they were advocating, and after the attempt of two of them to
disturb a Liberal meeting at the Free Trade Hall, at which ne had
been present, he was reported to have done his best, though with-*
out success, to compound for their fines out of his own pocket

It was his irrepressible combativeness tjiat was probably to
blame, for it was characteristic of the suffragette psychosis, that
though it gloried in the ruthlessness of its own militancy, it reacted
with hysterical fury against any disposition to retaliate on the part of
a victim But Miss Sylvia Pankhurst's account of the first direct
encounter with him, certainly suggests that his quick temper had
provided material for a grievance, part of the larger grievance that
these women undoubtedly had in the determination of successive
governments to burke a question that cut so awkwardly across party
lines For it would appear that after one of his meetings, Jhe de?-
liberately persisted in ignoring the perfectly legitimate question she
put to him about votes for women. But when one learns in the pre-
ceding paragraph that a campaign had been deliberately organized
for disturbing his meetings, one suspects that something more may
have happened to put his back up than mere questioning Be that
as it may, a furious disturbance did certainly arise* and according to
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